Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LISBON 02591 131247Z 

44 

ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ADP-00 CAB-09 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 

INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 FAA-00 DOTE-OO SS-15 NSC-10 L-03 

H-03 RSR-01 /089W 

075455 

R 130900Z IUL 73 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8206 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LISBON 2591 

EO 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: CIV AIR - LAJES 

REF: (A) STATE 131650; (B) LISBON 2209 

1. EMBOFF CONVEYED CONTENTS OF PARA 2 REF A LAST FRIDAY 
(JULY 6) TO TOMAS ANDRESEN, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. DESPITE ANDRESEN'S 
PROMISE OF A QUICK REPLY AND OUR DAILY FOLLOW-UPS. 

ONLY TODAY (JULY 12) DID FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL INFORM 

US THAT MINISTRY HAS BEEN UNABLE FORMULATE POSITION OWING 
TO NON-RECEIPT OF REPORT ON US-GOP BILATERAL TALKS (REF B) 
FROM VICTOR VERES, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CIVIL AERONAUTICS. 
HE ASSURED US, HOWEVER, THAT MINISTRY IS PRESSURING VERES 
FOR THIS REPORT. (INDEPENDENT SOURCE HAS CONFIRMED THAT 
VERES, WHO NOW ON VACATION. HAS NOT YET FORWARDED IT). 

2. COMMENT: WHILE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS BEEN LESS THAN 
FORCEFUL IN SEEKING REPORT FROM VERES, LATTER APPEARS 
TO BE CHIEF CULPRIT IN THIS DILATORY DRAMA. THROUGH 
DELAY VERES IS ACCOMPLISHING HIS AIM OF KEEPING US 
CARRIERS OUT OF LAJES, AT LEAST FOR SUMMER SEASON. 

IN ABSENCE STRONG US ACTION OR THREAT OF ACTION (E.G., 
SUSPENSION TAP FLIGHTS TO US PASSING THROUGH LAJES), 
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TIME FOR PAN AM TO REAP BENEFITS DURING CURRENT SEASON. 

CONTINUED APPROACHES LIKE THOSE OF LAST FRIDAY, OR 
NOTES AS CONTEMPLATED IN PARA 8 OF REF B, ARE NOT 
LIKELY TO ELICIT SPEEDY OR DEFINITIVE RESPONSES FROM 
GOP. PARTICULARLY NOW THAT GOP VACATION SEASON IS UPON 
US. 
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